Uni(Tea)
Colour Me Human
* * * *

White Tea

* * * *
Seest thou not that God sends down rain from the sky? With it We then bring out produce of various colours. And in the mountains are tracts white and red, of various shades of colour, and black intense in hue. And so amongst men and crawling creatures and cattle, are they of various colours. Those truly fear God, among His Servants, who have knowledge: for God is Exalted in Might, Oft‑Forgiving.

Islam, Qur'an 35:27-28
If you desire with all your heart, friendship with every race on earth, your thought, spiritual and positive, will spread; it will become the desire of others, growing stronger and stronger, until it reaches the minds of all men.

Baha’i Faith, Abdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 29

The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber …

Christianity, Romans 13:9-11
I used to think anyone doing anything weird was weird. Now I know that it is the people that call others weird that are weird.

Paul McCartney
Who takes vengeance or bears a grudge acts like one who, having cut one hand while handling a knife, avenges himself by stabbing the other hand.

Judaism, Nedarim 9.4
O my God!  O my God!  Unite the hearts of Thy servants, and reveal to them Thy great purpose.  May they follow Thy commandments and abide in Thy law.  Help them, O God, in their endeavor, and grant them strength to serve Thee.  O God!  Leave them not to themselves, but guide their steps by the light of Thy knowledge, and cheer their hearts by Thy love.  Verily, Thou art their Helper and their Lord. 

Baha’i Faith, Baha'i Prayers, p. 206

Effort must be exerted that the East and West may be reconciled, that the darkness of bigotry may vanish, that the unity of mankind may be made manifest and that East and West, like unto two longing souls, may embrace each other in the utmost love, for all are the sheep of God and God is the Real Shepherd and is kind to every one.


Baha’i Faith, Abdu'l-Baha, Japan Will Turn Ablaze, p. 14
* * * *

Green Tea

* * * *
Thence did arise, to fill this world, the races of mankind....

Yea! knowing Me the source of all, by Me all creatures wrought....

And, all for love of them, within their darkened souls I dwell, 

And, with bright rays of wisdom's lamp, their ignorance dispel.

Hinduism, The Bhagavad‑Gita, Chapter X
The utterance of God is a lamp, whose light is these words: Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch. Deal ye one with another with the utmost love and harmony, with friendliness and fellowship. He Who is the Daystar of Truth beareth Me witness! So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth. The One true God, He Who knoweth all things, Himself testifieth to the truth of these words.

Baha’i Faith, Baha'u'llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 14
You shall not take vengeance or bears a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:  I am the Lord.

Judaism, Leviticus 19.18

Ultimately, America's answer to the intolerant man is diversity, the very diversity which our heritage of religious freedom has inspired.

Robert F. Kennedy
O CHILDREN OF MEN!

Know ye not why We created you all from the same dust? That no one should exalt himself over the other. Ponder at all times in your hearts how ye were created. Since We have created you all from one same substance it is incumbent on you to be even as one soul, to walk with the same feet, eat with the same mouth and dwell in the same land, that from your inmost being, by your deeds and actions, the signs of oneness and the essence of detachment may be made manifest. Such is My counsel to you, O concourse of light! Heed ye this counsel that ye may obtain the fruit of holiness from the tree of wondrous glory.

Baha’i Faith, Baha'u'llah, The Arabic Hidden Words 68
Moses son of ‘Imran said, “My Lord, who is the greatest of Thy servants in Thy estimation?” and received the reply,  “The one who forgives when he is in a position of power.”

Islam, Hadith of Baihaqi

…difference of race and color is like the variegated beauty of flowers in a garden. If you enter a garden, you will see yellow, white, blue, red flowers in profusion and beauty -- each radiant within itself and although different from the others, lending its own charm to them. Racial difference in the human kingdom is similar. If all the flowers in a garden were of the same color, the effect would be monotonous and wearying to the eye.

Baha’i Faith, Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 68

* * * *

Oolong Tea

* * * *
There can be no doubt whatever that the peoples of the world, of whatever race or religion, derive their inspiration from one heavenly Source, and are the subjects of one God.

Baha’i Faith, Baha'u'llah, The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah, p. 114
What sort of religion can it be without compassion?  You need to show compassion to all living beings.  Compassion is the root of all religious faiths.

Hinduism, Basavanna, Vacana 247

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.”

Christianity, Mathew 18: 21-22
Ye were created to show love one to another and not perversity and rancour. Take pride not in love for yourselves but in love for your fellow-creatures. Glory not in love for your country, but in love for all mankind.


Baha’i Faith, Baha'u'llah, Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p. 138
No difference canst thou see in the creation of the God of mercy.

Islam, Qur’an 67:3

Human diversity makes tolerance more than a virtue; it makes it a requirement for survival. 

Rene Dubos, Celebrations of Life, 1981 
If an evil man, on hearing of what is good, comes and creates a disturbance, you should hold your peace.  You must not angrily upbraid him; then he who has come to curse you will merely harm himself.

Buddhism, Sutra of Forty-two Sections 7
"O ye discerning ones! Verily, the words which have descended from the heaven of the Will of God are the source of unity and harmony for the world. Close your eyes to racial differences, and welcome all with the light of oneness."


Baha’i Faith, Baha’u’llah quoted by Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 37 

* * * *

Black Tea

* * * *
Concerning the prejudice of race: it is an illusion, a superstition pure and simple! For God created us all of one race. There were no differences in the beginning, for we are all descendants of Adam. In the beginning, also, there were no limits and boundaries between the different lands; no part of the earth belonged more to one people than to another. In the sight of God there is no difference between the various races.

Baha’i Faith, Abdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 148
I look forward confidently to the day when all who work for a living will be one with no thought to their separateness as Negroes, Jews, Italians or any other distinctions. This will be the day when we bring into full realization the American dream -- a dream yet unfulfilled. A dream of equality of opportunity, of privilege and property widely distributed; a dream of a land where men will not take necessities from the many to give luxuries to the few; a dream of a land where men will not argue that the color of a man's skin determines the content of his character; a dream of a nation where all our gifts and resources are held not for ourselves alone, but as instruments of service for the rest of humanity; the dream of a country where every man will respect the dignity and worth of the human personality.
Dr Martin Luther King Jr
.
…gather together these two races, black and white, into one Assembly, and put such love into their hearts that they shall not only unite but even intermarry. Be sure that the result of this will abolish differences and disputes between black and white. Moreover, by the Will of God, may it be so. This is a great service to humanity.

Baha’i Faith, Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i World Faith - Abdu'l-Baha Section, p. 359
Close your eyes to racial differences, and welcome all with the light of oneness.

Baha’i Faith, Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 37
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:

 Judaism, Genesis 1:26

Why, sir, do you get angry at someone Who is angry with you?  What are you going to    gain by it?  How is he going to lose by it?  Your physical anger brings dishonor on yourself; your mental anger disturbs your thinking.  How can the fire in your house burn the neighbor’s house Without engulfing your own?

Hinduism, Basavanna, Vacana 248
The various races of humankind lend a composite harmony and beauty of color to the whole. Let all associate, therefore, in this great human garden even as flowers grow and blend together side by side without discord or disagreement between them.

Baha’i Faith, Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 69
